Joint Town of Fenner Planning Board and ZBA Minutes: 4/16/2026
Planning Board Present: Monica Cody, Sue Yanulis, Pete Snyder, Mike Wood. *Andre Schokker joined at 6:30
ZBA Board Present: Rick Bosworth, Chip Swart, Al Baglio
Code Officer: Jeff Edgarton

Pete Snyder called joint meeting for Planning Board and ZBA to order at 6:20 PM.  

Discussion of Joint Planning Board and Zoning Board Meeting Minutes from 3/18/2026
Motion to approve the 3/18/26 meeting minutes by Sue Yanulis, second by Mike Wood.  Motion carries unanimously.

Preliminary Discussion for Jeff Stowell Subdvisions
Road frontage measurements are not provided. Andy Stone will follow-up for more detail before discussion at the May Planning Board meeting (5/20/26).

Discussion of definition of “Farm” for review of Town of Fenner regulations
· Sue Yanulis provided summary of Ag and Markets Law 26 section 373: Nothing found for definition of a farm applicable for our use.
· Sue Yanulis provided summary of Town of Cazenovia regulations: There is a section on “stables”, it is subject to applicable provisions, no odor or dust producing use, including the storage of manure within 150ft of nearest lot line, no horses kept within 150’.  Requirement of lot sizes, based on animal size, etc.  
· {Andre Schokker joined meeting at 6:30PM.}
· Rick Bosworth referred to Pompey regulations.
· Sue Yanulis provided summary of Town of Nelson regulations

The Joint Planning and Zoning boards discussed the following recommendations to present to the Town of Fenner for consideration
· Proposal 1 to submit for Fenner Town Board consideration: Animals, Care, and Housing,:  Livestock kept on lots in FARMS are exempt from this section.
· Modified definition of “FARM” in definition and throughout current regulations to: “Any parcel containing 5 or more acres of land which IS USED for GAIN…” (DELETE NORMALLY).  Justification is to ensure that production agriculture and ag land parcels bundled for production agriculture use, are exempt from this section of the proposed regulations, as other laws are in place to govern production agriculture (ie. Ag and Markets, DEC regulations, etc.).  The intent of the following sections is to address vague current Town of Fenner requirements for those in the category of homesteaders or hobbyist with agricultural interests, not for ag production gain at scale.:

· Proposal 1A to submit for Fenner Town Board consideration:
· Section 1: Large Animals. Animals kept for pleasure or pets, may be kept on lots where there are facilities designed for, and adequate in size, with appropriate animal waste removal, for such use.  
· Section 2: Dead animals.  Dead animals must be disposed of in accordance with provision of the NY State Ag and Markets law, article 26, section 377.
· Area requirements.  Domestic livestock production must provide for the safe distribution or disposal of animal wastes.  The necessity to protect water resources from pollution requires adherence to the following rules and controls:
· A: The first 1.6 acres of every improved lot is reserved for the house, well, and septic system.
· B: Livestock density for the remainder of the lot is limited to levels of production less than 20 tons per acre of manure per year, combined liquid and solid wastes.  The following Table applies this rule to various animals:
· Animal				per acre
· Mature dairy cow		1
· Mature beef cow		1
· Horse	 			2
· Sheep weighing up to 100lb	2
· Goats				4
· Pigs weighing up to 200lb	4
· Chickens/ Turkeys/Fowl		50*
· Other animal species are allowed by Special Use Permit from the Planning Board, taking into account their relative weights and manure production, potential for neighborhood disturbance, and related matter of community concern.
· *Fowl are allowed on smaller lots with a maximum density of the ratio 50 animals per acre. (ie. 25 max fowl per half acre lot, etc.)
· Manure Spreading and Disposal
· A: Manure storage facilities shall be developed with walls and berms to protect from run-off, roofs are useful but not required.
· Manure storage facilities and pasture feed points shall not be located closer than 100 feet to any potable water source.
· Water Source Protection
· Non potable waterways (ie. springs, creeks) should maintain a bufferway of 100 feet from manure storage and application.  Topographic slope should be considered in the bufferway if extreme slopes will cause rain/melt drainage flow downhill.
Motion to submit regulations as proposed in Proposal 1 and 1A to the Fenner Town Board for review by Chip Swart, Mike Wood. Motion carries.

Motion to close the meeting at 7:41PM by Sue Yanulis, second by Andre Schokker.  Motion carries unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Monica Cody & Al Baglio


